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What	sets	the	shape	of	
this	plant?	

Philippe	Marmo-ant,	Benjamin	Dollet,	Olivier	Stephan,	
Catherine	Quilliet,	Emmanuel	Siéfert	
Laboratoire	Interdisciplinaire	de	Physique,	Grenoble	

A very expressive plant:  
Spathiphyllum shape reactions to water stress
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During	drying,	the	base	becomes:	
•  less	curved	(d/h	decreases)	
•  soEer	and	thinner	 Longitudinal	curvature	K	
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The metallic tape explanation	
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